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Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	LANGUAGE – common link across the magazine
	English

	Strand
	Reading

	Learning outcomes used repeatedly
	• Develop interest in and enjoyment of literature and reading in a variety of genres across the curriculum; engage with texts of increasing complexity.
• Acquire appropriate vocabulary to support comprehension; talk about and use new vocabulary as it arises, drawing on context.
• Discuss and share thoughts and opinions on texts in a range of genres across the curriculum; consider and discuss author's intent.
• Recall, discuss and sequence significant details and identify key points of information in text.



	MAIN FEATURES
	Major two-page topical features linked to the season, curriculum events and children's interests.

	Curriculum areas
	Varies by monthly topic – most often STEM Education, SEE, Language and Wellbeing.

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Extended informational reading built around one strong monthly theme. Features support subject knowledge, vocabulary, comprehension, discussion and cross-curricular extension.

	Monthly focus
	September – The Amazing Apple
October – The Ripe Old Age of … (Maths Week)
November – Experiment Time (Science Week)
December – Christmas Crackers (puzzles and fun)
January – Coming Up in '27
February – February's Wild Side (whale, polar bear, leopard, bonobo, pangolin and hippo)
March – Ireland – a brief history
April – Earth Day Challenge
May – Census Day 2027
June – Happy Birthday, Harry (Potter)



	NEWS ROUND
	Monthly current-affairs round-up.

	Curriculum area / subject
	Language – English, with links to STEM Education, SEE, Arts Education and Wellbeing depending on the stories selected.

	Strand
	Reading

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Short news reports from Ireland and around the world. Children identify key information, develop topic vocabulary, discuss viewpoints and connect current events with wider curriculum learning.

	Learning outcomes
	• Recall, discuss and sequence significant details and identify key points of information in text.
• Discuss and share thoughts and opinions on texts in a range of genres across the curriculum. Consider and discuss author's intent.
• Acquire appropriate vocabulary to support comprehension and use new vocabulary as it arises.

	Monthly focus
	Selected from current news each month – not fixed in advance.



	PICTURE THIS
	Visual explainer built around photographs, illustrations and quick-fire facts.

	Curriculum areas
	Varies by topic; commonly STEM Education, SEE and Language.

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	A highly visual topic explored through short factual chunks. Supports retrieval, visual literacy, vocabulary and cross-curricular discussion.

	September curriculum link
	Hot-air balloons – STEM Education: Energy and forces; SEE: My locality / Identity and heritage.

	Stage 3 learning outcomes
	• STEM – investigate and describe how forces can cause simple machines to operate; investigate how forces can cause objects to move, stop and change speed, direction or shape.
• SEE / History – research aspects of the story of their locality and the island of Ireland, including significant events, people, customs and the origins of place names.

	Monthly focus
	Chosen each issue to suit a strong visual topic. 



	THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
	One major anniversary or event from the month, with shorter additional milestones.

	Curriculum areas
	SEE – History; Language – English

	SEE strands / units
	Chosen according to the event: My locality, The island of Ireland, or Europe and the wider world; Identity and heritage / People and places.

	SEE elements
	Inquiring; Communicating; Understanding and connecting

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Children encounter dated historical events, people, inventions and cultural milestones, developing chronology, evidence-based questioning and an understanding of change over time.

	Learning focus
	• Use historical sources and questions to investigate people and events from the past.
• Develop a sense of chronology and identify change and continuity over time.
• Communicate historical understanding through discussion, retelling and short factual writing.

	Monthly focus
	September – Robots on Mars (Viking 2 landing, September 3, 1976)
October – Winnie-the-Pooh turns 100 (published October 14, 1926)
November – The first Harry Potter film turns 25 (premiered November 4, 2001)
December – The first Nobel Prizes turn 125 (awarded December 10, 1901)
January to June – to be confirmed



	ART TO HEART
	A famous artist and artwork each month.

	Curriculum area / subject
	Arts Education – Art

	Strand
	Responding and connecting

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Children look closely at an artwork, meet the artist and explore style, context, media, colour, line, shape, form, texture and personal response.

	Stage 3 learning outcomes
	• Recognise and describe use and effect of space, line, shape, colour, form and texture when responding to a variety of artworks from Ireland and the wider world.
• Explore and identify art characteristics and techniques associated with different media, styles, genres and contexts of artworks from Ireland and the wider world.

	Linkage
	Exploring and creating can be used for practical follow-up activities inspired by the featured artist.

	Monthly focus
	September – Yayoi Kusama, Mushrooms (2005)
October – Edward Hicks, The Peaceable Kingdom (1849)
November – Ivan Bilibin, Vasilisa at the Hut of Baba Yaga (1899)
December – Geertgen tot Sint Jans, Nativity at Night (c.1490)
January – Gaetano Chierici, The Mask Prank
February – Paul Limbourg, February (Très Riches Heures, 1412–16)
March – Eoin O'Connor, The Usual Suspects
April – John Singer Sargent, Carnation, Lily, Lily, Rose (1885–6)
May – Mary Cassatt, Summertime (1894)
June – André Derain, Boats at Collioure (1905)



	PEOPLE WORKING IN OUR COMMUNITY
	A monthly profession or occupation.

	Curriculum area / subject
	SEE – Geography and History; Language – English

	SEE strand / unit
	My locality / People and places, with Identity and heritage where work is explored over time.

	SEE elements
	Inquiring; Communicating; Understanding and connecting

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Children learn what a worker does, the skills and tools involved, how the role contributes to society and how work can change over time.

	Stage 3 learning outcomes
	• Geography – examine the common economic activities of people in the locality, such as food and farming, forestry, fishing, industry, services, tourism and recreation, exploring how these have changed over time.
• History – identify specific patterns of change or continuity in how different generations in the locality live and work.

	Monthly focus
	September – Blacksmith
October – Vet
November – Baker
December – Winchman
January – Electrician
February – Dentist
March – Driving Instructor
April – Classroom Assistant
May – Photographer
June – Costume Designer



	AG MAG / KNOW YOUR BREEDS
	Selected farming content republished from AG MAG.

	Curriculum areas
	STEM Education – Science; SEE – Geography

	STEM strand
	Living things

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Animal breeds, farming, physical features, habitats, adaptations and links between animals, people and environments.

	Stage 3 learning outcomes
	• Classify groups of plants and animals according to a range of criteria such as families/types, habitats, parts/movement and diet.
• Explore and investigate the interdependence of living things within ecosystems, how they adapt so they can survive and thrive and how basic food chains operate within them.



	STAR QUALITY
	A remarkable person, their story and one quietly linked wellbeing quality.

	Curriculum areas
	Wellbeing – SPHE; Language – English; additional links vary by person.

	Wellbeing strand / unit
	Most commonly Emotional and relational education / Resilience, Identity or Making choices.

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Biography first, wellbeing second: children encounter a compelling true story and then reflect briefly on a relevant quality such as resourcefulness, courage, curiosity or resilience.

	Stage 3 learning outcome – Resilience
	Demonstrate commitment and confidence to persevere with appropriate challenge, reflecting on the link between effort and improvement, demonstrating coping skills that support resilience and the ability to seek support when necessary.

	Monthly focus
	September – William Kamkwamba (resourcefulness)
October – Malala Yousafzai (courage and finding your voice)
November – Thomas Edison (growth mindset and mistakes)
December – Jane Goodall (empathy and observation)
January – Michael Jordan (turning rejection into motivation)
February – Rosa Parks (quiet courage and fairness)
March – Leonardo da Vinci (curiosity and noticing)
April – Simone Biles (self-care and setting boundaries)
May – Fred Rogers (understanding feelings)
June – Serena Williams (discipline and daily practice)



	PUZZLE TIME
	Word, number and reasoning activities linked to the issue.

	Curriculum areas
	STEM Education – Mathematics; Language – English

	Mathematics strands / units
	Number / Sets and operations; Algebra / Patterns, rules and relationships; other strands where appropriate.

	Language strands
	Reading and Writing

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Codes, anagrams, wordsearches, jokes, logic, number work and vocabulary retrieval using material from the magazine.

	Learning focus
	• Use and apply number operations flexibly in meaningful contexts.
• Recognise and use patterns, rules and relationships.
• Consolidate spelling, vocabulary, comprehension and retrieval through playful language tasks.

	Monthly focus
	Puzzle formats vary each month and draw on the current issue copy.



	AROUND THE WORLD
	A different country each month.

	Curriculum area / subject
	SEE – Geography

	SEE strand / unit
	Europe and the wider world / People and places; Environment and sustainable living where appropriate.

	SEE elements
	Inquiring; Communicating; Understanding and connecting

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Location, physical geography, biodiversity, food, sport, music, culture, daily life and environmental features of a different country each month.

	Stage 3 learning outcomes
	• Develop an understanding of the borders of places, demonstrating a familiarity with the location, names and significant landmarks of areas in Ireland, Europe and the wider world.
• Explore the ethnic and religious backgrounds of children and young people from other countries.
• Identify, describe and compare major physical features and environments through age-appropriate geographical inquiry.

	Monthly focus
	September – Costa Rica
October – Mongolia
November – Morocco
December – Norway
January – Singapore
February – Tanzania
March – Guatemala
April – Jordan
May – Malaysia
June – Namibia



	AMAZING ANIMALS
	One extraordinary animal each month.

	Curriculum area / subject
	STEM Education – Science

	STEM strand
	Living things

	STEM elements
	Exploring and understanding; Creative and critical thinking; Applying and problem-solving; Evaluating and communicating

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Animal classification, habitat, diet, behaviour, adaptations and unusual physical or survival features, supported by a recurring fact file and bite-sized facts.

	Stage 3 learning outcomes
	• Classify groups of plants and animals according to a range of criteria such as families/types, habitats, parts/movement and diet.
• Explore and investigate the interdependence of living things within ecosystems, how they adapt so they can survive and thrive and how basic food chains operate within them.

	Monthly focus
	September – Peacock mantis shrimp
October – Shoebill
November – Axolotl
December – Arctic fox
January – Pangolin
February – Glass frog
March – Lyrebird
April – Mimic octopus
May – Saiga antelope
June – Leaf sheep sea slug



	WORLD OF SCIENCE
	Short current science stories plus the Under the Microscope explainer.

	Curriculum area / subject
	STEM Education – Science, Technology and Engineering

	STEM strands
	Selected according to the month: Nature of STEM, Living things, Materials, Energy and forces, Technology and Engineering.

	STEM elements
	Exploring and understanding; Creative and critical thinking; Applying and problem-solving; Evaluating and communicating

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	Current science and technology news presented in short reports. Under the Microscope takes one scientific idea from a story and explains it through ordered, bite-sized information.

	Learning outcomes
	• Explore, discuss and investigate the history of STEM, the evolving nature of STEM and how STEM is infused within our society.
• Use appropriate scientific vocabulary to explain observations, ideas, technologies and processes.
• Apply relevant Stage 3 strand outcomes depending on the monthly story selected.

	Monthly focus
	Selected from current science news each month – not fixed in advance.



	WACKY WORLD OF SPORT
	Unusual, memorable and surprising stories from sport.

	Curriculum areas
	Wellbeing – PE/SPHE; Language – English; SEE where geography/history links arise.

	Wellbeing strands / units
	Movement competence / Movement and me; Emotional and relational education / Resilience where appropriate.

	Class level
	Stage 3 – Third and Fourth Classes

	Content
	True sporting stories that broaden children's understanding of participation, effort, improvement, fairness, culture and the variety of sport around the world.

	Stage 3 learning focus
	• Reflect on the personal relevance of movement experiences and identify how learning may positively impact their own movement journey.
• Reflect on how effort and development in skills, concepts and strategies can enhance movement experiences.
• Demonstrate commitment and confidence to persevere with appropriate challenge, reflecting on the link between effort and improvement.

	Monthly focus
	September – Eric Moussambani, 'Eric the Eel' (Sydney 2000)
October – Eddie 'the Eagle' Edwards
November – Steven Bradbury
December – The Christmas Truce football match
January – The Jamaican bobsled team
February – Shizo Kanakuri (the 54-year marathon)
March – Bob Beamon
April – Leicester City
May – Tamberi and Barshim
June – The longest tennis match



Curriculum source: Primary Curriculum Framework and current curriculum specifications on Curriculum Online (NCCA), including the 2025/26 redeveloped Language, STEM, SEE, Arts Education and Wellbeing specifications and the Primary Mathematics Curriculum (2023).
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