TPP #153 – Cuntas Míosúil (June 2026)
	Topic / Activity
	Curriculum Links
	Learning Objectives
	Content Covered (June 2026)

	The Big Story – A Survival Guide to First Year
	English – Reading
SPHE – Myself and Others
SPHE – Transitions and Change
	• Understand what to expect when moving to secondary school
• Develop strategies for resilience, organisation and social confidence
• Engage with peer voices and personal advice
	Pupils read first-hand advice from past TPP readers about starting First Year in secondary school. Tips covered subject choice, making friends, using a locker, study habits, getting involved in activities, asking for help and simply enjoying the experience. Ten contributors shared their experiences, encouraging upcoming sixth class pupils to approach the transition with positivity and confidence.

	National News – Detector Dogs; Limerick All Games; Brendan Voyage 50th; Teenage Hero
	English – Reading Comprehension
CSPE – Rights and Responsibilities
Geography – People and Places
	• Develop comprehension skills through current news stories
• Learn about community roles and civic responsibility
• Explore Irish history and international connections
	Pupils read four news stories: Revenue detector dogs Toby, Ciara and Sam and their role in disrupting criminal networks; the European Sport for All Games coming to Limerick in August featuring unusual sports from across Europe; the 50th anniversary of Tim Severin’s Brendan Voyage celebrated at Craggaunowen, Co. Clare; and the heroic story of 13-year-old Austin Appelbee, who swam 4 km to raise the alarm after his family were swept out to sea off Australia.

	International News – William Kamkwamba; Shrinkflation; Climate & Tea; Crannógs; Misc Bites
	English – Reading
Geography – People and the Environment
SPHE – Myself and the Wider World
Science – Environmental Awareness
	• Explore global issues including climate change and consumer rights
• Learn about inspiring individuals who overcame adversity
• Develop awareness of historical and archaeological discovery
	Pupils explored the inspiring story of William Kamkwamba from Malawi, who built a windmill from scrap materials during a famine. They read about chocolate shrinkflation and a German court ruling against Mondelez; how climate change is affecting tea production in Kenya, India and Sri Lanka; the discovery of a Neolithic wooden platform beneath a crannóg on the Isle of Lewis; and bite-sized stories including rainbow clouds, a crisp packet colour change in Japan, a Seoul nap contest and a piloted robot unveiled in China.

	Our Island’s History – The War of Independence
	History – Politics, Conflict and Society
History – Ireland 1900–1950
English – Reading
	• Understand the causes and key events of the Irish War of Independence
• Learn about guerrilla warfare, Bloody Sunday and the Black and Tans
• Understand how the conflict ended and what followed
	Pupils read a detailed account of the Irish War of Independence (1919–1921). Topics covered included the first Dáil, the IRA’s guerrilla tactics, Bloody Sunday on November 21, 1920, the role of the Black and Tans, the executions including Kevin Barry, the hunger strike and death of Terence McSwiney, the Kilmichael ambush, and the eventual truce in July 1921. A sidebar distinguished the 1920 Dublin Bloody Sunday from the 1972 Derry event.

	Historical Diary – June Events in History
	History – World History
Geography – People and Places
English – Reading
	• Develop awareness of significant global historical events
• Understand how history connects to the modern world
• Practise reading for information across varied topics
	Pupils explored four significant June dates: June 2, 1946 (Italian referendum abolishing the monarchy); June 10, 1926 (death of architect Antoni Gaudí, creator of the Sagrada Família); June 12, 2006 (death of pioneering US jockey Anna Lee Aldred); June 18, 1936 (first US bicycle traffic court for children, set up in Racine, Wisconsin); and June 22, 1961 (first Japanese anime movie released in the US).

	Media Matters – Advertising and Persuasion
	Media Studies – Advertising and Persuasion
SPHE – Making Decisions
English – Critical Literacy
	• Understand how advertising works and how it blends with entertainment
• Learn how influencers use persuasion techniques
• Recognise wants vs needs and apply the CHOICES and STOP•THINK•CHECK frameworks
	Pupils examined how advertising has evolved beyond traditional formats into videos, social media posts and influencer content. They explored the concept of persuasion, why influencers are particularly effective (relatability, trust, emotion, repetition), and how disclosure labels such as #AD and ‘Paid Partnership’ work. The CHOICES acronym and STOP•THINK•CHECK framework were introduced. The role of Coimisiún na Meán in protecting children from harmful or misleading advertising was also covered.

	Planet Art – André Derain and Fauvism
	Visual Arts – Looking and Responding
History – Cultural History
English – Reading
	• Identify key features of Fauvist painting
• Learn about the life and work of André Derain
• Develop critical thinking and personal response to art
	Pupils examined 'The Drying Sails' (1905) by French artist André Derain, painted in the Fauvist style. They learned how Derain and Henri Matisse developed Fauvism on the Mediterranean coast, using bold, unnatural colours and wild brushwork. The term 'les Fauves' (‘the wild beasts’) was coined mockingly by a critic. Pupils were invited to consider their personal response to the vivid style and discuss how colour can be used expressively rather than realistically.

	Planet Farming – Complete Calving Chaos
	Science – Living Things
Geography – People and the Environment
English – Reading
	• Gain insight into the daily realities of Irish farm life
• Learn about cattle farming practices including calving and colostrum
• Develop reading and comprehension skills through narrative non-fiction
	Pupils followed farmer Alan O’Ceallaigh through a chaotic calving weekend on his farm. Over three days (Friday to Sunday evening), four cows calved – including a set of twins – requiring interventions such as the calving jack, stomach-tubing a weak twin, taking colostrum from another cow and helping a reluctant bull calf to suck. The piece gave pupils an authentic and engaging window into the physical demands and rewards of Irish farming.

	Planet Motors – Ares Modena S1
	Science – Materials and Properties
Design and Technology
English – Reading
	• Learn about materials science in the context of car manufacturing
• Understand how bespoke engineering and craftsmanship differ from mass production
• Develop reading and comprehension skills
	Pupils read about the Ares Modena S1, a handcrafted Italian supercar based on a Chevrolet Corvette chassis. They learned about its carbon-fibre bodywork, 715 hp V8 engine, unusual bonnet-exit exhausts, and extreme rarity (only 24 of each variant built). The company’s origins in Modena – home of Ferrari, Maserati and Pagani – and its founder Dany Bahar were also covered.

	History of the World Cup (double page)
	History – World History
Geography – People and Places
PE – Sport and Physical Activity
	• Understand the origins and growth of the FIFA World Cup
• Learn about legendary players and unforgettable World Cup moments
• Develop awareness of significant sporting history
	Pupils read a double-page feature tracing the World Cup from its first edition in Uruguay in 1930 to the present day. Topics included the Jules Rimet Trophy (its theft in 1966 and discovery by a dog named Pickles), the legend of Pelé (the only player to win three World Cups), Maradona’s Hand of God goal and ‘goal of the century’ in 1986, and the dramatic 2022 final between Argentina and France. A winners’ table and key statistics were also included.

	Planet Places – Pico Ruivo, Madeira
	Geography – People and Places
Science – Living Things (habitats)
English – Reading
	• Locate Madeira in the context of Portugal and the Atlantic
• Learn about the physical geography and wildlife of a volcanic island
• Understand the importance of conservation and responsible tourism
	Pupils read about Pico Ruivo, the highest peak on the Portuguese island of Madeira (1,861 m). The article covered the one-way 10 km trail from Pico do Areeiro, the Casa de Abrigo shelter house, the ‘Stairway to Heaven’ final ascent and the Homem em pé rock formation. Rare wildlife including Zino’s petrel and the Madeira Rock Orchid were highlighted. Conservation measures such as the no-wild-camping rule and one-way trail system were also discussed.

	Our Place in Space – Episode 10: Spectroscopy and Space (Series Finale)
	Science – Physics and Astronomy
History of Science
Maths – Data and Pattern
	• Understand how spectroscopy allows scientists to identify the composition of stars
• Learn about key figures in the history of spectroscopy
• Appreciate how a simple observation (splitting light) led to major scientific discoveries
	In the final episode of the series, pupils learned how scientists use light to determine what stars are made of. Topics covered included Newton’s prism experiment, infrared and ultraviolet light, Fraunhofer lines, and how William and Margaret Huggins used spectra to prove stars contain the same elements as Earth. The discovery of helium in the Sun (1868) – 27 years before it was found on Earth – was highlighted as a landmark moment. The episode concluded the year-long Our Place in Space series.

	Animal SOS – Mountain Tapir
	Science – Living Things
Geography – People and the Environment
SPHE – Caring for Others
	• Learn about the mountain tapir’s habitat, behaviour and diet
• Understand why the mountain tapir is classified as Endangered
• Explore conservation efforts and the concept of keystone species
	Pupils read about the mountain tapir (Tapirus pinchaque), the smallest and most threatened of the four tapir species, found in the Andes of Colombia, Ecuador and Peru. Topics included their woolly coats, prehensile proboscises, role as a keystone seed disperser, reliance on natural salt licks, and their importance to the endangered wax palm. Threats covered included deforestation, poaching and genetic diversity problems in captivity. The Sacha Huagra Foundation’s conservation work was also featured.

	Planet STEM – Gullible Seagulls; Floating Wind Turbines; Meet the Organs End-of-Year Quiz
	Science – Living Things; Energy and Forces
Maths – Data
English – Reading
	• Learn about animal behaviour research and its practical applications
• Understand how airborne wind energy technology works
• Review the nine organs covered across the year
	Pupils read about research using googly eyes on takeaway boxes to deter seagulls, with a 50% reduction in theft recorded. They also learned about China’s prototype SAWES helium airship wind turbine (60 m long, 2 km altitude), which generated enough energy in one hour to charge 30 electric cars. The Meet the Organs section featured an end-of-year quiz on all nine organs covered during the series: heart, brain, kidneys, stomach, small intestine, large intestine, pancreas, plus the lungs and liver covered earlier in the year.

	County by County – County Down
	Geography – People and Places
History – Local and National History
English – Reading
	• Locate County Down on a map of Ireland and identify key physical features
• Learn about the history, culture and notable people of County Down
• Understand the significance of the Mourne Mountains and Strangford Lough
	Pupils explored County Down, covering its geography (Mourne Mountains, Strangford Lough, Slieve Donard), history (Saint Patrick’s burial at Down Cathedral, ancient monastic sites), and cultural connections (Rory McIlroy, Percy French’s ‘Mountains of Mourne’, the C.S. Lewis/Narnia connection, Game of Thrones filming at Castle Ward). The Mourne Wall – 35 km long, built 1904–1922 to protect the Silent Valley Reservoir – was also featured.

	Planet Food – Eggy Omelettes
	SPHE – Food and Nutrition
English – Reading (instructional text)
History – Food History
	• Follow a recipe using clear step-by-step instructions
• Learn about the history and origins of the omelette
• Explore a fun science trick using eggs and salt
	Pupils read about the history of the omelette, from ancient Roman and Persian versions to the Napoleon Bonaparte legend associated with the town of Bessières, which still cooks a giant omelette from 15,000 eggs every Easter. A simple step-by-step recipe for an omelette with tomato, pepper, cheese and ham was included, along with a Kitchen Secrets egg-and-salt balancing trick introducing the concept of equilibrium.

	Planet Music – World Instruments; Improvisation; Hozier
	Music – Listening and Responding
Geography – Cultural Awareness
English – Reading
	• Learn about traditional instruments from different cultures
• Understand the concept of improvisation in music
• Explore the career of Irish musician Hozier
	Pupils were introduced to four world instruments: the didgeridoo (Aboriginal Australia, circular breathing), the sitar (India, popularised by George Harrison and Brian Jones in the 1960s), the steel pan (Trinidad and Tobago, the national instrument), and the Guzheng (Chinese zither, dating to the 5th century BCE). The concept of musical improvisation was explained. The Irish Music Legends feature profiled Hozier (Andrew Hozier-Byrne from Bray, Co. Wicklow), from Anúna to ‘Take Me to Church’ and his 2024 number one ‘Too Sweet’.

	TPP Book Club – Milly McCarthy’s Wild Atlantic Antics; Interview with Leona Forde
	English – Reading for Pleasure
English – Oral Language
SPHE – Resilience and Wellbeing
	• Engage with a review of a contemporary Irish children’s novel
• Develop reading comprehension through an author interview
• Reflect on what makes a compelling fictional character
	Pupils read a review of Milly McCarthy’s Wild Atlantic Antics by Leona Forde (Gill, 2025), the fifth book in the series, set on a school tour to Co. Kerry. A TPP interview with author Leona Forde covered her inspiration (her daughter Asha’s wish for a book with an Irish female protagonist), Milly’s best qualities (optimism, resilience), collaboration with illustrator Karen Harte, and her love of writing. Leona’s top tip for aspiring writers: read, read, read.

	Sportsbag – Arsenal Champions; Westmeath Win Leinster; Women’s Six Nations; Xabi Alonso; Summer Sport Preview; TPP Team of the Season
	PE – Sport and Physical Activity
Maths – Data (statistics, results)
English – Reading
	• Follow and discuss major domestic and international sports news
• Develop reading and comprehension skills through sports journalism
	Pupils read about Arsenal’s first Premier League title in 22 years; Westmeath’s historic Leinster Senior Football Championship win (only their second ever); Ireland’s Women’s Six Nations third-place finish; Xabi Alonso appointed Chelsea manager on a four-year deal; and a summer sport preview covering Wimbledon, Tour de France, All-Ireland finals, The Open and the new Premier League season. The TPP Premier League Team of the Season was also revealed.

	World Cup Special – Groups Preview; Five Fixtures to Watch; Our Predictions; Dream XI
	Geography – People and Places (host nations, participating countries)
Maths – Data (statistics, group tables)
PE – Sport
English – Reading
	• Learn about the expanded 48-team format and three host nations
• Identify key players and storylines across the 12 groups

	Pupils read a four-page World Cup 2026 special. They explored all 12 groups, with previews of each group’s contenders and likely outcomes. Five must-watch fixtures were highlighted (Brazil v Morocco, Netherlands v Japan, Spain v Uruguay, France v Senegal, England v Croatia). The four tournament debutants – Curaçao, Jordan, Uzbekistan and Cabo Verde – were profiled. TPP’s predictions (Spain to win, Argentina runners-up, Mbappé top scorer, Japan as surprise package) and a Dream World Cup XI were included.



