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Follow Us
We would really appreciate your help 
in spreading the word on The Primary 

Planet, News Flash and The Fact Factory,
so if you can, we ask you to follow us on our 

social media platforms and share our 
posts as much as you can :) 
Search @newsmagmedia

Teacher Resource Pack
June 2026 
Issue #153

 JUNE 



TPP Notice Board 

For queries relating to resources, email stephen@newsmagmedia.ie 

©News Mag Media 2026
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Sign up to our monthly newsletter
For monthly notifications to let you know resources and 

planning are ready for download, and for extra news articles, 
resources and relevant class news delivered direct to your 
inbox, sign up to our monthly newsletter and get the very 

most out of your News Mag Media subscription.

Scan this QR code or visit https://
www.newsmagmedia.ie/resources-the-primary-planet/

Copyright © News Mag Media Limited 2026. All rights reserved. If you or 
your school is not a paid subscriber, neither the whole of this publication 
nor any part of it may be reproduced, photocopied, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form or by any means without the written 

permission of the publishers News Mag Media. 

New 68-PAGE AG MAG OUT!
 We’re delighted to let you know that AG MAG, Ireland’s brand-new 
farming magazine for children, has just launched! Packed with stories, 

facts, interviews and safety tips, AG MAG is created especially for pupils 
who are curious about farming life and the world of agriculture.

Want to find out more? Full details are on the back page of 
this month’s Primary Planet.

Visit www.agmag.ie
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Having collaborated with the Dyslexia Association of Ireland (DAI) and the National 
Council for the Blind of Ireland (NCBI), News Mag Media have proudly created the 
world’s first audio-print magazine for children with print disabilities – dyslexia, visual 
impairment, reluctant readers, children with ASD and EAL being the most common. 
The purpose of the kit is to empower marginalised readers, inspire engagement with 
text, instil a love of reading and, ultimately, help every child, regardless of needs, 
feel included when it comes to reading. We hope (and believe) you will see the 
potential that the kit and magazines hold for print-disabled children.

We love The Fact Factory magazine and pen kit! It's a fantastic child-
friendly resource. We have children with reading difficulties and dyslexia, 

as well as children with visual impairments, who absolutely love this 
resource! 

Catherine, SET, Athlone 

For more information, visit www.audiomagmedia.com,     

email stephen@newsmagmedia.ie or call 087 659 7983 

The Fact Factory Reading Kit 
Available to SETs

Also
available

in
Ukrainian

For more information, visit www.audiomagmedia.com,For m

email stephen@newsmagmedia.ie or call 087 659 7983 

IDEAL FOR CHILDREN WITH ...

 DYSLEXIA       VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

EAL       RELUCTANT READERS 



June 2026 I Issue 153 

©News Mag Media 2026 

Read through the words in the Word Bank first and make sure you understand them. Then, 
read the article. Make sure you think about the best place to put a word, not the first place. 
Careful as you go, as some words may fit in more than one place, while other words will only 
suit one. 

Secondary Schools in Ireland

In Ireland, children usually begin secondary school after 
completing primary school. Starting a new school can be 
exciting because students meet new friends, learn new 
subjects, and become more independent. Most secondary 
schools have several year groups, and students move from 
one class to another throughout the day.

Students study a variety of subjects, including English, 
Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, and ________ (1). 
They usually also have opportunities to learn new subjects 
such as Home Economics or Business Studies. Lessons are 
taught by different ________ (2), each specialising in a 
particular subject area.

Many schools ask students to wear a ________ (3), which 
helps create a sense of belonging. Students are encouraged 
to take part in sports teams, music groups, and other 
________ (4) activities outside normal lessons.
The first three years of secondary school lead to the ________ 
(5) Certificate examination.

 #1 

After this, many students complete Transition Year, where they develop new skills 
and gain work ________ (6). The final stage of secondary school prepares students for 
the ________ (7) Certificate examinations.
Secondary schools aim to help young people become responsible, confident, and 
independent ________ (8). Education also helps prepare students for future ________ 
(9) and further study.

Leaving

extracurricular

Irish

careers

Junior

teachers

learners

uniform

experience
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Read through the words in the Word Bank first and make sure you understand them. Then, 
read the article. Make sure you think about the best place to put a word, not the first place. 
Careful as you go, as some words may fit in more than one place, while other words will only 
suit one. 

Milka Chocolate
Milka is a popular chocolate brand that is enjoyed by many 
people around the world. It was first created in Switzerland in 
1901 and has become famous for its smooth, creamy taste. 
The name Milka comes from combining the German words 
for ________ (1) and cocoa. The brand is well known for its 
distinctive purple packaging and its friendly purple ________ 
(2), which appears in many advertisements.

Milka chocolate is made mainly from milk chocolate and is 
available in a wide variety of flavours. Some bars contain 
nuts, while others include biscuits, caramel, or pieces of 
fruit. The company aims to use high-quality ________ (3) to 
create its products. Many people enjoy Milka as a special 
treat or a small ________ (4) after a meal.

Over the years, Milka has expanded into many different 
countries across ________ (5) and beyond. The brand 
produces chocolate bars in various ________ (6), from small 
snack bars to larger sharing bars. 

 #2 

Advertising campaigns often focus on kindness, sharing, and moments of 
________ (7). 

Today, Milka remains one of the best-known chocolate brands in Europe. Its 
creamy texture, sweet flavour, and recognisable purple ________ (8) help it stand 
out from competitors. Many families choose Milka for celebrations, gifts, or 
everyday ________ (9).

packaging

happiness

cow

enjoyment

ingredients

Europe

milk

dessert

sizes
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Read through the words in the Word Bank first and make sure you understand them. Then, 
read the article. Make sure you think about the best place to put a word, not the first place. 
Careful as you go, as some words may fit in more than one place, while other words will 
only suit one.

The 2026 World Cup

The 2026 FIFA World Cup will be one of the biggest 
sporting events in the world. It will be hosted by three 
countries: the United States, Canada, and ________ (1). 
This will be the first World Cup to be shared by three 
nations. Football fans from around the globe are 
expected to travel to the tournament to support their 
favourite ________ (2).

The competition will also be larger than before. Instead 
of 32 teams, there will be ________ (3) teams taking part. 
This means more matches, more goals, and more 
excitement for supporters. Teams will compete in a 
group stage before trying to reach the  ________ stages 
(4).

Players from many different countries will have the 
chance to represent their nation on the world’s biggest 
football ________ (5). Famous footballers and young 
talents will work hard to help their teams  succeed.

 #3 

Every match will be important as teams try to progress towards the 
________ (6).

The World Cup is watched by millions of people on television and online. It 
brings together different cultures and celebrates the spirit of ________ (7). 
Fans often wear team colours, wave flags, and sing songs to support their 
________ (8). The winning team will lift the famous trophy and become 
world ________ (9).

champions 

stage 

Mexico 

sport

48

final 

country 

teams 

sport
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Choose three of these words and put them into sentences. 

Read through the article taken from this month’s issue and see if you 
can spot the nine spelling mistakes.

Detector Dogs

Towards the end of May, Revenue Offciers seized controband worth over €695,000, 
including tobacco products and alchol. Detector dog Toby assisted in the seizures. A 
highly skilled Springer Spaniel sniffer dog, he is famous for his exceptional abiltiy to 
sniff out large quantities of illegal cash – he once toted up a massive €3 million haul in 
a single week.

Detector dog Ciara, also a Springer Spaniel, has a keen sense of smell that has 
disrupted numerous international smuggling operashuns. In February 2026 she 
uncovered nearly €100,000 worth of contraband. In May 2026, she played a part in the 
major Revenue crackdwon, sniffing out illicit drugs hidden in parcels.

Springer Spaniel Sam has retired after the recent crackdown, having received a Golden 
Paw Hero Dog Award for his amazing work. During his seven-year career he was 
credited with over 1,000 detecions and sniffed out contraband worth over €10 million. 
The judges praised Sam’s heart, courage, loylty and unerring accuracy in disrupting 
criminal networks, saying the public are not sufficiently aware of the vital role dogs play 
in such operations.

Did you know? Irish sniffer dogs are trained at the Garda National Dog Unit 
Headquarters, Kilmainham, Dublin, and the Garda College, Templemore, Co. 
Tipperary. Spcialised Revenue Customs dogs are also trained at the UK Defence 
Animal Training Centre.
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Read through the article taken from this month’s issue and see 
if you can spot the nine spelling mistakes.

Shrinking Chocolate
Have you noticed that chocolate bars seem to be shrinking in size while the prices keep 
going up? This 'shrinkflation' appears to be due to rising manufacturing costs. However, in 
what has been deemed a 'sneeky' tactic by UK consumer group Which?, it appears that 
customers are being misled by chocolate manufacturers selling smaller bars of chocolate in 
the same kind of wrapper used for a bar of a bigger size.

Hamburg's consumer protection office (VZHH) in Germany decided to tackle this issue head-
on and took the company Mondelēz, the manufactorer of Milka chocolate (as well as 
Cadbury's and Oreo), to court.

After a three-week court case, the court found Mondelēz to be guility of cheating consumers 
and breaking competition law with its classic 'Alpenmilch' bar. It had been cut to 90% of its 
original size, making it thinner, but was being sold in the same kind of wrapper that 
customers had been used to for years, misleeding them into thinking it was the same 
chocolate they had always been buying, despite its higher price.

The reason for the rising prices is that the global cost of cocoa has risen due to poor harvests 
in West Africa. And it isn't just Mondelēz that has been affected by it, but other chocolate 
manufactorers too, including German company Ritter Sport.

Shrinkflation is not just affecting chocolate – toothpast, oats and coffe have also been 
affected.

Did you know? The name 'Milka' is a combination of the German words for the main two 
ingreidents used to make the choclate – milch (milk) and kakao (cocoa).

 #2 

Choose three of these words and put them into sentences. 
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Choose three of these words and put them into sentences. 

Read through this additional news article (not in this month’s issue) and see if you 
can spot the nine spelling mistakes.

Cuppa Affected by Climate Change
With more frequent storms, flooding and unpredictable wether, the effect of climite 
change on our weather systems has become very apparant over the past number of 
years. However, did you know that the effects of climate change are not just limited 
to the weather? However, did you know climate change can also affect what we eat 
and drink?

In many ways it makes sense. Farmers relie on the weather in order to grow crops, so 
dramatic changes in weather are going to have an effect on how food is produced. 

One of the products that is afected by this is the humble cup of tea. Due to more 
extreme weather and rising temperatures, tea is likely to be more inconsistant in 
flavour, as well as having a more bitter and harsher taste when it is grown in 
countries such as Kenya, India and Sri Lanka. This issue is also affecting tea growers 
in other countrys around the world. 

The charity Christian Aid is calling for help to support farmers to continue to be able 
to produce tea, despite the challenges of climate change. Tea is a drink popular 
across the world and climate change is an ongoing problem, so it is imperitive that 
measures are put in place to help and support those who produce it.

Did you know? Despite being Ireland's unofficial national drink, tea didn't actually 
arrive in Ireland until the 1800s. It was very expensive to import and was seen as a 
luxery, only afforded by the very wealthy.

 #3 



Find the page, fact or story to find the word that solves the clue to its meaning. The number of 
letters and the starting letter of the word are in brackets after each clue.
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Page Article/Paragraph CLUE (number of letters, first letter) 



Find the page, fact or story to find the word that solves the clue to its meaning. The number of 
letters and the starting letter of the word are in brackets after each clue.
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Page Article/Paragraph CLUE (number of letters, first letter) 



Find the page, fact or story to find the word that solves the clue to its meaning. The number of 
letters and the starting letter of the word are in brackets after each clue.
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Page Article/Paragraph CLUE (number of letters, first letter) 

 #3 



This month's 32-question quiz is based on the 32 pages of The Primary Planet. The question 
number corresponds to the page it is taken from. For example, the answer to Q.7 can be found 

on page 7 and the answer to Q.14 can be found on page 14.
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1. How many teams are competing in the 2026 World Cup?
2. Which county was last month’s winner from?
3. How should you keep your locker?
4. What is the name of the detector dog who has retired?
5. What is the name of our first book review copy?
6. Which language inspired the word ‘Milka’?
7. Where was the ‘Power Nap Contest’ held?
8. What date did the very first Dáil meet?
9. Who died on June 12, 2006?
10. What is used in advertising?
11. What can be used with influencer content?
12. What was André Derain studying when he attended a painting class?
13. What is Bebop?
14. What does C.C.C. stand for?
15. When was Ares Modena founded?
16. How many countries entered qualification for this year’s World Cup?
17. Who scored the ‘Hand of God’ goal?
18. How far away is Madeira from Portugal?
19. What did people think in the 17th century?
20. What does Sacha Huagra mean?
21. How many puzzles are in Planet Puzzles?
22. The tallest offshore wind turbines are now taller than which famous French landmark?
23. What is the name of the largest sea lough in Britain and Ireland?
24. What is the name of the town in France that celebrates Easter by making a giant omelette 
from 15,000 eggs?

25. What is the name of Hozier’s most recognisable hit?
26. Who is the illustrator of the Milly McCarthy series?
27. What is the age of this month’s winning author?
28. When does the Nations Championship take place?
29. In which season did Arsenal go throughout the entire season unbeaten by any other Premier 
League team?

30. Name the European team in Group C.
31. How many times have Uruguay won the World Cup?
32. Who is the striker for the TPP Dream World Cup XI?



How well have you read this month's paper? Here in 'What's in the News', as well as testing your 
memory and retention skills, we also test your imagination and creative skills. We base this 

activity on our News Desk section on Pages 4 & 5. Read the articles and answer the following 
questions.
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1. Read the article ‘Detector Dogs’. Name your three favourite dog (or cat) breeds.

2. Read the article ‘Limerick All Games’. What is your favourite sport? And list three
reasons as to why you prefer this sport to any others.

3. Read the article ‘Brendan Voyage 50th’. If you were going to sail anywhere in the
world where would you go and what route would you take?

4. Read the article ‘Teenage Hero’. What is the bravest thing you’ve ever done?
(And remember being brave doesn’t always mean rescuing people – starting a new
school in the middle of term on your own, going to the dentist, speaking in front of your
class – they are all brave things to do too!)

5. Read the article ‘The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind’. What type of scrap
materials do you think that William might have used to build his windmill?

6. Read the article ‘Shrinking Chocolate’. Can you rank your five favourite
chocolate bars in order from one to five (one being the best ever chocolate bar!).

7. Read the article ‘Shakira Launches New World Cup Song’. Can you come up
with your own title for a World Cup anthem.

8. Read the article ‘Fancy a Nap?’. Do you think that naps should be scheduled into
everyday life for everyone? Give a reason for your answer.

9. Read the article ‘Piloted Robot Unveiled in China’. Can you come up with an idea
for a robot that would make a big change to your life?

10. What is your favourite news story in this month’s TPP? Why?



How well have you read this month's paper? Here in 'The Big Story Quiz', as well as testing your 
memory and retention skills, we also test your imagination and creative skills. We base this 

activity on our Big Story section on Page 3. Read the articles and answer the following 
questions.
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1. Who is the big news this month?

2. What is the best way to choose your subjects?

3. What’s the best thing to do if you’re on your own?

4. When is the best time to start revising for Christmas and summer tests?

5. What will your back thank you for?

6. What do you get lots of in first year?

7. Who should you go to if you feel worried?

8. What should you do if you get lost in your new school?

9. When should you pack your school bag and PE bag?

10. What is the final piece of advice about going into first year?

The Big Story Quiz



Here’s a set of 10 comprehension questions based on Our Place in Space – THE UNIVERSE 
GETS BIGGER. I’ve included a mix of factual recall, inference, vocabulary and reasoning 

questions to cover different comprehension skills. Let's see how you get on. 
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1. What was the main question astronomers were trying to answer about the Universe in
the early 1900s?

2. What was the name of the famous argument between Harlow Shapley and Heber
Curtis in 1920?

3. What did Heber Curtis believe about the spiral nebulae?

4. Why couldn't astronomers prove who was right during the Great Debate?

5. What important discovery did Edwin Hubble make about the Andromeda Nebula in 1924?

6. What is a Cepheid variable star, and how did it help Hubble?

7. What did Hubble discover about the movement of distant galaxies?

8. Why was Hubble's discovery of an expanding Universe such a surprise to scientists?

9. According to the Big Bang theory, how did the Universe begin?

10. What are two interesting facts mentioned in the "Did you know?" sections at the end of
the passage?

Our Place in Space Quiz



How well have you read this month's sports news? Here, in Know Your Sport, we’re testing 
your memory and retention skills. We base this activity on the pages from our sports 

section. Read the articles and answer the following questions.
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Here’s your chance to create a word search for your friend or classmate to complete. Fill 16 
words in the word search grid (they can go backward, forward and diagonal) and then list them 

in the word boxes underneath the puzzle. Fill in all the other squares with random letters so 
your words become hidden. Perhaps you could include a secret word (not in the list) that your 

friend must try and find on their own. 

©News Mag Media 2026
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Every issue of The Primary Planet is packed full of facts and figures. Why not record the top 
four things that you learned from this issue? When you do, make sure to draw an illustration 

to go with each one. When you are finished, share and discuss your choices with your 
classmates. We have added one of our favourite ones below. You’ll see I didn’t just copy it 

from the book, I wrote it out in my own words. Always a great idea when doing a project.  

©News Mag Media 2026
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The name 'Big Bang' was coined by a scientist who didn't 
believe in the theory – and helium was named by a scientist 
who had never even seen the element on Earth!



Come Dine with Me 
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This month’s issue, as always, is packed full of inspirational stories about amazing 
people. Imagine you were going to host a fancy dinner party. Which two people would 
you choose from this month’s issue (dead or alive) to join you at your table? We would 

like a brief explanation of your choices and three questions that you would ask them to 
get the conversation flowing!   



Sudoku Time

©News Mag Media 2026
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See if you can fill in the missing squares in this number puzzle called Sudoku. Each of the 
9 boxes must contain the numbers 1-9. You must fill them in so that each line going 
across the entire box and each line going down also contains the numbers 1-9. Take your 
time and good luck. [Tip: Use a pencil when starting out]



©News Mag Media 2026

June 2026 I Issue 153 

1. TFI need to look at improving the rail network across the entire country before they
invest in a Luas-type system in Cork.

2. All schools in Ireland should be gaelscoileanna and gaelcholáistí.

3. It should be a compulsory part of the curriculum to learn how to spot fake news.

4. There is nothing fashionable about FamilyMart’s ‘Line socks’.

5. Animals are the best type of therapy.

Based on articles from this month's magazine, we want you to think about some of the issues 
that arise. Remember, when you are trying to put forward an opinion or an argument, make 
sure you know your facts and figures and be clear in how you feel about a certain topic and 
why. Here are some questions and statements you and your class might like to consider 
thinking about and discussing. Some you will agree with, some you clearly won't! 

Based on articles from this month's magazine, we want you to think about some of the issues 
that arise. Remember, when you are trying to put forward an opinion or an argument, make 
sure you know your facts and figures and be clear in how you feel about a certain topic and 
why. Here are some questions and statements you and your class might like to consider 
thinking about and discussing. Some you will agree with, some you clearly won't! 



Create a poster for a World Cup event in your school. It could be for a World Cup themed sports 
day, table quiz, world food tasting event . . . the list is endless! Remember to be creative and 
informative, you want your fellow students to be excited about it and enthusiastic about taking part. 
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Messi? Mbappé? Haaland? Yamal? It's your call. Fill in the pitch below and create the World Cup XI 
you think could conquer the world.

©News Mag Media 2026
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My World Cup XI
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Fill in the Blanks #1 Fill in the Blanks #2

1. milk
2. cow
3. ingredients
4. dessert
5. Europe
6. sizes
7. happiness
8. packaging
9. enjoyment

Vocab Constab  #1

1. Specifically
2. Situation
3. Attract
4. Tumultuous
5. Graduate
6. Humble
7. Guerrilla
8. Referendum
9. Influencer

Vocab Constab  #2 Vocab Constab   #3

1. Neutralise
2. Multiplication
3. Predators
4. Monastic
5. Legend
6. Termites
7. Optimistic
8. Frustrated
9. Striker

Edit the Editor #1

1. Officers
2. contraband
3. alcohol
4. ability
5. operations
6. crackdown
7. detections
8. loyalty
9. specialised

Edit the Editor #2
1. sneaky
2. manufacturer
3. guilty
4. misleading
5. manufacturers
6. Toothpaste
7. Coffee
8. Ingredients
9. Chocolate

Edit the Editor #3

1. Weather
2. Climate
3. Apparent
4. Rely
5. Affected
6. Inconsistent
7. Countries
8. Imperative
9. Luxury

1. Techniques
2. Geometric
3. Detoxify
4. Colostrum
5. Endurance
6. Original
7. Eluded
8. Navigate
9. Chandelier

Sudoku

Fill in the Blanks #3

1. Mexico
2. teams
3. 48
4. knockout
5. stage
6. final
7. sport
8. country
9. champions

1. Irish
2. teachers
3. uniform
4. extracurricular
5. Junior
6. experience
7. Leaving
8. learners
9. careers
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Know Your Sport TPP Crossword 

Our Place in Space Quiz 

1. The Milky Way was the entire Universe or there were
other galaxies beyond it.
2. The Great Debate.
3. They were separate galaxies far beyond the Milky Way.
4. Telescopes were not powerful enough.
5. Andromeda was a separate galaxy, not part of the Milky
Way.
6. A star that brightens and dims regularly; it helped
measure distance.
7. Most galaxies are moving away from us, and more
distant galaxies move away faster.
8. Scientists believed the Universe had always been the
same size.
9. The Universe began as a tiny, extremely hot point that
started expanding about 13.8 billion years ago.
10. The Hubble Space Telescope was named after Edwin

Hubble, and about 1% of old TV static comes from radiation left
over from the Big Bang.

Crack the Quote 

Be brave enough to try, curious 
enough to learn and kind enough 
to help others along the way!

1. Heart
2. Brain
3. Kidneys
4. Stomach
5. Small intestine
6. Large intestine
7. Pancreas
8. Lungs
9. Liver
10. Stomach

Meet the Organs End 
of Year Quiz 
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1. YOU!
2. Pick them based on
your interests
3. Just talk to
someone
4. At least a week
before the exams
5. Using your locker
6. Opportunities
7. Friends, teachers,
tutors, year head, guidance
counsellor and school
principal
8. Ask for directions
9. The night before
10. Enjoy it!

The Big Story Quiz Quiz 32

1. 48
2. Co. Kilkenny
3. Tidy
4. Sam
5. Small Magics by Alex Dunne
6. German
7. In a park by the Han River in Seoul, South Korea
8. January 21, 1919
9. Anna Lee Aldred
10. Persuasion
11. Stop. Think. Check.
12. Engineering
13. A robot
14. Complete Calving Chaos
15. 2014
16. 211
17. Diego Maradona
18. 805 km southwest
19. That prisms created colour
20. Forest tapir
21. Two
22. The Eiffel Tower
23. Strangford Lough
24. Bessières
25. Take Me to Church
26. Karen Harte
27. 11
28. July 4 – 18
29. 2003/04
30. Scotland
31. Twice
32. Erling Haaland

Quiz 32

1. AI
2. Human
3. Both
4. AI 
5. Human
6. Human
7. Both
8. Human 
9. Both 
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