TPP #148 Cuntas Míosúil – January 2026
	Topic / Activity
	Curriculum Links
	Learning Objectives
	Content Covered (January 2026)

	Main Feature – Coming Up in 2026
	English – Reading / SPHE
	• Reflect on future events and developments
• Discuss hopes, plans and expectations
• Develop prediction and forward-thinking skills
• Express opinions clearly and respectfully
	Pupils explored what lies ahead in 2026, discussing upcoming events, changes and developments in Ireland and beyond. They shared ideas about the future, reflected on goals and aspirations, and practised expressing opinions and predictions through discussion and written responses.

	The Big Story: A final Look Back on 2025 
	English – Reading / SPHE
	• Review key events from the past year
• Develop summarising and reflection skills
• Recognise how events can shape people and communities
• Express personal responses to news
	Pupils reflected on major moments from 2025, discussing why certain events mattered and how they were reported. They practised summarising information, sharing opinions, and reflecting on how news stories connect to everyday life.

	National and International News
	Geography / SPHE / English – Oral Language
	• Identify and discuss current affairs at home and abroad
• Develop awareness of global citizenship
• Recognise how news connects communities worldwide
	Pupils examined national and international news stories, exploring how events affect people locally and globally. They discussed themes such as responsibility, fairness and environmental impact, while developing oral language and critical thinking skills.

	Our Island’s History – The Gaelic Revival 
	History – Story
	• Learn about cultural movements in Irish history
• Identify key figures of the Gaelic Revival
• Understand the importance of language, sport and culture
• Recognise how culture shapes national identity
	Pupils studied the Gaelic Revival, learning about the renewed interest in Irish language, music, sport and literature. They explored the work of organisations such as the GAA and the Gaelic League, and discussed how cultural revival helped shape modern Ireland.

	Planet Art – Trompe-L’oeil Still Life With A Flower Garland And A Curtain (1658) – Adriaen
van der Spelt
and Frans van Mieris
	Visual Arts – Paint and Colour / Drawing
	• Look closely at illusion and detail in art
• Use art vocabulary to describe visual effects
• Explore realism and trick-the-eye techniques
• Respond creatively to historical artworks
	Pupils explored trompe-l’oeil painting, focusing on how artists create realistic illusions. They examined texture, shading and composition in the artwork and created their own drawings inspired by optical effects.

	Planet Places – Komodo National Park, Indonesia
	Geography – Natural Environments
	• Locate Indonesia on a world map
• Learn about unique ecosystems and wildlife
• Understand conservation and national parks
• Compare environments with Ireland
	Pupils explored Komodo National Park, learning about its landscape, climate and famous Komodo dragons. They discussed conservation efforts, biodiversity and how protected areas help preserve endangered species.

	Animal SOS – Save the Secretary Bird
	Science – Living Things (Plants and Animals)
	• Identify characteristics of birds of prey
• Learn about habitats and adaptations
• Understand threats to wildlife
• Discuss conservation efforts
	Pupils learned about the secretary bird, its unique hunting style and habitat. They discussed dangers such as habitat loss and climate change, and explored how conservation groups work to protect vulnerable species.

	County by County – Antrim
	Geography – Human and Natural Environments
	• Develop a sense of place through Irish counties
• Identify key physical and cultural features
• Recognise the importance of local heritage
	Pupils explored County Antrim, learning about features such as the Giant’s Causeway, coastline, towns and cultural heritage. They discussed tourism, landscape and how geography influences local life.

	Planet Motors – Bentley Batur
	Science – Materials / Energy and Forces
Maths – Measures
	• Explore car design and innovation
• Understand hybrid energy and sustainability
• Apply maths and science to real-world technology
	Pupils examined the Bentley Batur, learning how design, materials and engineering combine in modern vehicles. They discussed performance, sustainability and applied maths skills such as speed and measurement.

	Planet Food – French Toast 
	Science – Materials / Energy and Forces
Maths – Measures
	• Measure ingredients and observe physical changes
• Discuss heat and energy in cooking
• Connect food preparation to healthy choices
	Pupils learned how French toast is made, measuring ingredients and observing physical changes during cooking. They discussed heat transfer, nutrition and how cooking connects science and maths.

	Planet Music – Cracking the Musical Code 
	Music – Listening and Responding / Composing / Performing
	• Explore musical patterns and structure
• Recognise how music is created
• Develop listening and responding skills
• Experiment with rhythm and sound
	Pupils explored how music works, learning about rhythm, melody and structure. They listened to different pieces, discussed musical patterns and experimented with creating their own simple compositions.





