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MAIN FEATURES YEARLY PLAN 2025/26

Pirates (International Talk Like a Pirate Day)

Subject: History / English

Strand: Story / Oral Language

Strand Units: Stories from the past / Oral language development
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Explore the history and myths of pirates. Compare real pirates with fictional ones. Use pirate stories and
language for oral and written activities.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e develop awareness of pirates as part of world history and seafaring culture
e distinguish between fact and fiction in pirate stories
e explore descriptive and playful use of language (e.g. ‘pirate talk’)
e create short oral or written pieces inspired by pirate life
e appreciate the role of story and myth in shaping our view of the past

Linkage and integration:
e English: Oral language, creative writing
e History: Stories from the past
e SPHE: Friendship, teamwork, co-operation

OCTOBER: A Rich History (Maths Week)

Subject: Maths / History

Strand: Measures / Story

Strand Units: Money / Stories from the past
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Learn about the history of money and how it developed from bartering to coins and notes. Explore how
money is counted and used in everyday life.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e recognise money as a human invention that changed trade and history
e compare old and modern forms of money
e apply knowledge of addition, subtraction and simple problem-solving using money
e explore the idea of value and exchange through activities and games
e appreciate the importance of money in daily life and across time

Linkage and integration:
e History: How people lived long ago
e SPHE: Making choices and decisions

e Art: Design a coin or note




NOVEMBER: Brain Power (Science Week)

Subject: Science / SPHE

Strand: Living Things / Myself

Strand Units: Human Life / Taking care of my body
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Explore the human brain, its parts and functions. Understand how the brain supports thinking, memory,
and learning.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e recognise the brain as an important organ in the human body
¢ identify simple functions of different parts of the brain
e explore how healthy lifestyle choices (diet, sleep, exercise) support brain power
e appreciate that learning and practice strengthen the brain
e develop curiosity about how scientists study the brain
Linkage and integration:
e SPHE: Emotional wellbeing
e English: Report writing, oral discussion
e PE: Movement and co-ordination

DECEMBER: Christmas Puzzles & Colouring Competition

Subject: Maths / Visual Arts

Strand: Measures / Shape and Space / Drawing

Strand Units: Problem-solving with measures / Spatial awareness / Drawing
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Use puzzles, patterns, and colouring activities to develop problem-solving and creative thinking.
Encourage enjoyment of maths and art through festive activities.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e solve seasonal maths puzzles using logical thinking and problem-solving skills
e explore patterns, symmetry, and shapes through festive activities
e express creativity through colouring and design competitions
e enjoy maths and art as fun, playful subjects
Linkage and integration:
e Maths: Measures, Shape and Space
e Visual Arts: Drawing, colour and design

e SPHE: Cooperation and participation




JANUARY: Save the Dates for 2026

Subject: Maths / English

Strand: Measures / Oral language
Strand Units: Time / Oral discussion
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Use calendars to mark important dates for the new year. Practise reading, writing, and understanding
time and dates.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e read and interpret a calendar for 2026
e calculate time intervals (days, weeks, months) between events
e recognise special days and how they are celebrated
e use oral and written language to discuss plans and events
e appreciate the role of calendars in organising daily life
Linkage and integration:
e SPHE: Planning and setting goals
e English: Oral discussion, recount writing

e History: Understanding chronology

FEBRUARY: Chinese New Year

Subject: History / Geography / SPHE

Strand: Story / Human Environments / Myself and the wider world

Strand Units: Feasts and festivals in the past / People and other lands / Developing citizenship
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Explore Chinese New Year as one of the world’s great festivals. Compare traditions in China with Irish
celebrations (e.g. St Patrick’s Day).

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e become aware of Chinese New Year as a feast and festival celebrated for centuries
e describe traditions, food, stories, and customs linked to the festival
e compare Chinese New Year with Irish celebrations (past and present)
e develop an understanding of respect for and appreciation of cultural diversity
e recognise the importance of festivals in building community identity
Linkage and integration:
e History: Feasts and festivals in the past
e Geography: People and other lands
e SPHE: Respecting cultural diversity
e Art: Creating festival-inspired artwork (dragons, lanterns)
e  Music: Exploring Chinese sounds and rhythms




MARCH: Ireland Special — Celebrating Tree Day

Subject: Science / Geography

Strand: Living Things / Natural Environments

Strand Units: Plants and animals / Local natural environment
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Learn about different types of trees, their importance, and how they support life on Earth. Encourage
observation of trees in the local environment.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e identify common trees in the local area
e recognise the role of trees in producing oxygen and supporting habitats
e understand the importance of caring for the environment
e record and describe features of trees through drawings and notes
e appreciate the cultural and environmental importance of trees
Linkage and integration:
e Geography: Local natural environment
e Visual Arts: Drawing/painting trees
e SPHE: Environmental care and responsibility

APRIL: Earth Day

Subject: Geography / Science / SPHE

Strand: Environmental Awareness and Care / Materials

Strand Units: Caring for the environment / Properties and characteristics of materials
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Explore the importance of caring for our planet. Learn about recycling, reducing waste, and making
sustainable choices.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e recognise how human actions affect the environment
e identify ways to reduce, reuse, and recycle in everyday life
e explore how materials can be reused or repurposed
e develop responsibility for protecting natural resources
e appreciate the importance of Earth Day as a global event
.
Linkage and integration:
e SPHE: Environmental responsibility
e Art: Recycled crafts

e English: Report writing on environmental issues




MAY: Brilliant Bees (World Bee Day)

Subject: Science / Geography

Strand: Living Things / Natural Environments
Strand Units: Plants and animals / Interdependence
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Explore the role of bees in pollination and food production. Learn why bees are vital to the environment
and how we can protect them.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e understand the importance of bees in pollination and farming
e identify simple ways to support bees (e.g. planting flowers, avoiding pesticides)
e appreciate the interdependence between humans, plants, and animals
e discuss challenges facing bees and possible solutions
e develop an interest in caring for local wildlife
Linkage and integration:
e Geography: Natural environments, farming connections
e SPHE: Care for the environment and living things

e Visual Arts: Bee art projects

JUNE: World Cup Special

Subject: PE / Geography / SPHE

Strand: Games / Human Environments / Myself and the wider world

Strand Units: Creating and playing games / People and other lands / Developing citizenship
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Explore the global celebration of the World Cup. Learn about countries taking part, teamwork, and the
values of sport.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e recognise the World Cup as a major international sporting event
e locate participating countries on a map
e explore values of teamwork, fair play, and respect in sport
e participate in football-inspired games and activities
e appreciate how sport connects people across the world
o
Linkage and integration:
e Geography: Map skills, people and other lands
e PE: Games, co-operative play

e SPHE: Fair play, friendship, citizenship




THE NATURE NOTEBOOK

Subject: Geography / SPHE / Science
Strand: Natural Environments / Myself and the Wider World / Living Things

Strand Units: Local natural environment / Environmental awareness and care / Plants and animals
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Each month, The Nature Notebook features a Plant of the Month along with jobs for the garden, planting
tips, and simple ways to enhance and help nature. The series encourages children to notice seasonal changes, care
for local wildlife, and take small positive actions for the environment.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to

observe, identify, and record features of plants in the local environment

develop awareness of how to support biodiversity (e.g. providing habitats, planting for pollinators)
explore seasonal changes and their impact on plants and animals

recognise their own role in caring for the environment through simple, practical actions
appreciate how plants and wildlife contribute to the balance of natural ecosystems

Development of skills/concepts/aspects/language functions: The child should be enabled to

engage in simple scientific enquiry: observing, predicting, recording, and reflecting
use appropriate vocabulary when describing plants and habitats

identify cause-and-effect relationships in seasonal changes and wildlife care

work collaboratively on class or school nature projects

develop empathy and responsibility for living things

Note:

September — Plant of the Month: Coneflower | Action: Put up a bat box
October — Plant of the Month: Chinese Lantern (Physalis) | Action: Build a hedgehog house

November — Plant of the Month: Cyclamen | Action: Feed the birds

December — Plant of the Month: Poinsettia | Action: Create a dead hedge

January — Plant of the Month: Snowdrop | Action: Put up a bird box

February — Plant of the Month: Crocus | Action: Sow flowers for bees
March — Plant of the Month: Daffodil | Action: Sow a wildflower meadow
April — Plant of the Month: Cherry Trees | Action: Build an insect hotel

May — Plant of the Month: Tulip | Action: Sow flowers for birds

June - Plant of the Month: Rose | Action: Create a pond




THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

Subject: History / English / SPHE

Strand: Story / Myself and the wider world

Strand Units: Stories from the past / Feasts and festivals in the past / Developing citizenship
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Each month, This Month in History highlights a key event from the past that occurred in that month. The
feature builds children’s sense of chronology, connects them to global and local history, and encourages curiosity
about people and events that shaped the world.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e develop awareness of significant events and people in world and Irish history
e place historical events in time using months, years, and centuries
e explore causes and consequences of events in age-appropriate ways
e recognise the contributions of individuals to culture, science, sport, and society
e appreciate the importance of remembering history and learning lessons from it
Development of skills/concepts/aspects/language functions: The child should be enabled to
e ask questions about the past and seek possible answers
e use timelines to sequence events chronologically
e discuss and retell stories from history using age-appropriate vocabulary
e compare and contrast past and present (e.g. transport, technology, culture)
o reflect on values such as fairness, bravery, creativity, and resilience

Monthly Focus

September — Magellan Sets Sail — 20 September 1519
Ferdinand Magellan’s expedition departs from Spain, beginning the first circumnavigation of the globe.

October — Founding of the Red Cross — 29 October 1863
The International Red Cross is founded in Geneva to provide humanitarian aid.

November — Sesame Street Premieres — 10 November 1969
The first episode of Sesame Street airs, becoming one of the most influential children’s TV shows ever.

December — The Death of Sitting Bull — 15 December 1890
Lakota Sioux leader Sitting Bull is killed, marking a turning point in Native American history.
January — Elvis Presley Born — 8 January 1935

The future “King of Rock and Roll” is born in Tupelo, Mississippi.

February — Munich Air Disaster — 6 February 1958
A plane crash in Munich claims the lives of 23 people, including 8 Manchester United footballers.

March — Exxon Valdez Oil Spill — 24 March 1989
An oil tanker runs aground in Alaska, causing a massive environmental disaster.

April — Hans Christian Andersen Born — 2 April 1805

The Danish author of beloved fairy tales such as The Ugly Duckling and The Little Mermaid is born.
May — Sinking of the Lusitania — 7 May 1915

The British passenger liner is torpedoed off the Irish coast during World War 1.

June — Blondin Crosses Niagara Falls — 30 June 1859
Charles Blondin walks a tightrope across Niagara Falls, thrilling onlookers.




PEOPLE WORKING IN THE COMMUNITY

Subject: SPHE / Geography / English

Strand: Myself and the Wider World / Human Environments / Oral Language
Strand Units: Developing citizenship / People and other lands / Oral discussion
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Each month, People Working in the Community introduces a different career or profession. Pupils learn
about the role, skills, and responsibilities of people in these jobs, while also reflecting on how these roles
contribute to community life.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e recognise and describe a variety of roles people have in the local and wider community
e develop awareness of how different jobs contribute to society
e identify skills, tools, and responsibilities linked to particular careers
e ask and answer questions about people at work through role-play and discussion
e appreciate the importance of respect, cooperation, and responsibility in the workplace
Development of skills/concepts/aspects/language functions: The child should be enabled to
e communicate ideas through discussion, questioning, and reporting
e develop empathy by considering challenges faced in different jobs
e compare different roles and identify common skills (teamwork, problem-solving)
e build vocabulary related to work, professions, and community life

e engage in role-play or simple projects linked to careers

Monthly Focus

September — Optometrist

Learns about eye health, tests vision, and prescribes glasses or contact lenses.
October — Speech Therapist

Helps people improve speech, language, and communication skills.
November — University Professor

Teaches older students and carries out important research.

December — Game Designer

Creates video and board games, designing characters, stories, and challenges.
January — Auctioneer

Organises sales of property, livestock, or antiques, often speaking quickly to bidders.
February — Hotel Manager

Runs a hotel, making sure guests are happy and everything works smoothly.
March — Interior Designer

Plans and designs inside spaces such as homes, offices, or shops.

April — Personal Assistant

Supports a manager or executive by organising schedules, calls, and tasks.
May — Insurance Agent

Advises people on protecting their homes, cars, or businesses against risk.
June — Sports Coach

Trains and encourages athletes or teams, focusing on skills, fitness, and teamwork.




PLANET ART

Subject: Visual Arts / English / History

Strand: Visual Arts — Appreciating and Responding / Oral Language / Story
Strand Units: Looking and responding / Oral discussion / Stories from the past
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Each month, Art to Heart introduces a different artwork from around the world. Pupils learn about
the artist, style, medium, and context of the work, while being encouraged to look closely, ask questions, and
express personal responses.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e look at and talk about a variety of artworks from different times and places
e describe, compare, and interpret artworks using appropriate vocabulary
e develop an awareness of artistic styles, techniques, and cultural influences
e connect artworks to stories, history, and personal experiences
e express personal preferences and justify opinions about art
Development of skills/concepts/aspects/language functions: The child should be enabled to
e use questioning, observation, and discussion to explore artworks
¢ make comparisons between different artists, styles, and cultures
e build descriptive vocabulary (e.g. colour, line, texture, composition, style)
o reflect on how art can represent ideas, emotions, and cultural identity
e develop confidence in sharing and listening to opinions in a respectful way

Monthly Focus

September — The Rose Bower (from the Briar Rose series) (1890) — Sir Edward Burne-Jones (British, Pre-
Raphaelite)

October — The Meeting (1884) — Marie Bashkirtseff (Russian-French, Realism)

November — And Then We Saw the Daughter of the Minotaur! (1953) — Leonora Carrington (British-Mexican,
Surrealism)

December — The Party Favour (1919) — Norman Rockwell (American, lllustration)

January — Enjoying the Ice Near a Town (1620) — Hendrick Avercamp (Dutch, Winter Scenes)
February — Portrait of Ramon Gomez de la Serna (1915) — Diego Rivera (Mexican, Modernism)
March — Escaping Criticism (1874) — Pere Borrell del Caso (Spanish, Trompe-I’ceil)

April — The Hirschsprung Family (1881) — Peder Severin Krgyer (Danish, Realism)

May — The Artist’s Garden at Vétheuil (1880) — Claude Monet (French, Impressionism)

June — Children on the Shore, Javea (1905) — Joaquin Sorolla (Spanish, Luminism)




FEEL GOOD

Subject: SPHE

Strand: Myself / Myself and Others

Strand Units: Taking care of my body / Growing and changing / Developing self-confidence / Relating to others
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Each month, Feel Good explores a simple wellbeing idea, giving pupils practical tools to support their
mental and physical health. Activities are positive, age-appropriate, and encourage reflection on daily habits.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e recognise the link between thoughts, feelings, and actions
e explore strategies for managing worries and stress
e understand the importance of rest, nutrition, and physical activity for wellbeing
e practise kindness and gratitude as ways of building positive relationships
e develop confidence in sharing feelings and asking for support when needed
Development of skills/concepts/aspects/language functions: The child should be enabled to
e describe feelings and discuss strategies to manage them
e build vocabulary related to wellbeing (calm, gratitude, kindness, resilience)
e engage in reflection, journaling, or mindfulness activities
e role-play or discuss scenarios to practise communication and empathy
e apply positive wellbeing habits in daily school and home life

Monthly Focus

Smile Power — how smiling helps your brain and others around you
Breathe Easy — calming breaths when you feel worried

Gratitude Jar — how writing down good things makes you happier
Sleep Superstars — why your body and brain need rest

Food for Mood — snacks that help your energy and focus

Kindness Counts — small acts that make a big difference

Move Your Mood — how exercise cheers you up

Screen Breaks — why it’s good to look away from tablets/phones

Talking Helps — how sharing worries with someone you trust is a strength




Subject: Geography / SPHE / English

Strand: Human Environments / Natural Environments / Myself and the Wider World

Strand Units: People and other lands / Natural features / Developing citizenship / Oral discussion
Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class

Content: Each month, Around the World introduces pupils to a different country. The feature shares fun
facts, cultural highlights, geography, and daily life, encouraging children to appreciate global diversity and
connections.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e |ocate countries on a world map and globe
e describe simple physical and human features of different countries
e compare life in other countries with life in Ireland
e explore traditions, food, festivals, and customs of other cultures
e develop respect and curiosity for cultural diversity around the world
Development of skills/concepts/aspects/language functions: The child should be enabled to
e use maps, globes, and atlases to identify locations
e ask and answer questions about people, places, and cultures
e expand vocabulary related to geography, culture, and travel
e present facts orally or in writing in an engaging way
e reflect on similarities and differences between communities

Monthly Focus

September — Netherlands
Discover windmills, canals, tulips, and cycling culture.

October - Japan
Explore sushi, Mount Fuji, cherry blossoms, and technology.

November — Zambia
Learn about Victoria Falls, wildlife, and traditional music and crafts.

December - Iceland
Find out about volcanoes, hot springs, glaciers, and Viking heritage.

January - South Korea
Explore K-pop, kimchi, ancient palaces, and high-tech cities.

February - Chile
Discover the Atacama Desert, the Andes mountains, and Easter Island statues.

March - Austria
Learn about the Alps, classical music, and Vienna’s cafés.

April = Turkey
Explore Istanbul, Cappadocia’s cave houses, and the ancient ruins of Troy.

May - Portugal
Discover Lisbon’s trams, fado music, and world-famous explorers.




AMAZING ENGINEERING

Subject: Science / History / Geography
Strand: Materials / Energy and Forces / Human Environments / Story
Strand Units: Properties and characteristics of materials / Forces / People and other lands / Stories from the past

Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class
Content: Each month, Amazing Engineering introduces a key invention or discovery that changed the world.

Children learn when and where it was developed, who created it, and how it continues to shape daily life.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e explore inventions that have transformed transport, communication, and technology
e understand how simple ideas can lead to life-changing innovations
e appreciate the role of engineering in solving problems and improving lives
e link inventions to historical periods and world events
e develop curiosity about science, design, and technology in the modern world
o
Development of skills/concepts/aspects/language functions: The child should be enabled to
e describe how inventions work in simple terms
e sequence events and place inventions on a timeline
e compare past and present technologies
e ask questions and discuss how future inventions may change our lives
e expand vocabulary linked to engineering, design, and innovation

Monthly Focus

September — The Wheel (c. 3500 BC) — the foundation of transport and machinery.

October — The Compass (c. 206 BC, China) — revolutionised navigation and exploration.

November — The Printing Press (1440, Johannes Gutenberg) — spread knowledge and ideas worldwide.
December — The Telescope (1608, Hans Lippershey) — opened humanity’s eyes to the stars.

January — The Steam Engine (1712, Thomas Newcomen; improved by James Watt) — powered the Industrial
Revolution.

February — The Telephone (1876, Alexander Graham Bell) — transformed communication forever.

March - The Light Bulb (1879, Thomas Edison and others) — brought safe, reliable light to homes and streets.
April — The Aeroplane (1903, Wright brothers) — made human flight a reality.

May — The Computer (mid-20th century, Alan Turing and others) — reshaped how we work, learn, and play.
June — The Internet (1960s—1990s) — connected the world like never before.




ALPHABET ANIMALS

Subject: Science / Geography / English
Strand: Living Things / Natural Environments / Oral Language
Strand Units: Plants and animals / People and other lands / Oral discussion

Class Level: 3rd and 4th Class
Content: Each month, Alphabet Animals explores unusual creatures linked to a letter of the alphabet. Pupils

discover fascinating facts about their appearance, habitats, behaviours, and conservation status. This strand
sparks curiosity about biodiversity, encourages respect for wildlife, and builds vocabulary.

Learning Outcomes/Content Objectives: The child should be enabled to
e identify and describe a variety of unusual animals from around the world
e explore how animals adapt to their habitats and survive in the wild
e develop awareness of conservation issues and endangered species
e use descriptive language to share interesting animal facts

e appreciate the diversity of life on Earth and the need to protect it

Development of skills/concepts/aspects/language functions: The child should be enabled to
e ask and answer questions about animals and their features
e compare animals by size, diet, habitat, and adaptations
e expand vocabulary relating to animals, habitats, and survival strategies
e communicate findings through oral discussion or short written pieces

e reflect on the importance of biodiversity and conservation

Monthly Focus
September - U

e Uakari (red-faced monkey of the Amazon)

e Unau (two-toed sloth)

e Umbrellabird (large bird with umbrella-like crest)
October -V

e Vaquita (critically endangered porpoise)

e Vicuia (wild llama relative from the Andes)

¢ Vine snake (slender, camouflaged reptile)
November - W

e Wombat (marsupial with cube-shaped poo)

e Woylie (brush-tailed bettong, small marsupial)

e Whale shark (largest fish in the world)
December — X

e Xenopus (African clawed frog)

e Xerus (African ground squirrel)

e Xantus’s hummingbird (small, colourful bird)

January -Y

e Yabby (freshwater crayfish of Australia)




e Yacare caiman (small crocodilian)

¢ Yellow-eyed penguin (rarest penguin, New Zealand)
February -2

e Zorilla (striped polecat, even smellier than a skunk)

e Zokor (burrowing rodent of Asia)

e Zebra duiker (striped antelope of West Africa)
March — Strange Animals Finale (Part 1)

e Axolotl (Mexican salamander, can regrow limbs)

e Saiga antelope (Central Asian antelope with huge nose)
April — Strange Animals Finale (Part 2)

e Kakapo (giant nocturnal parrot of New Zealand)

e Dumbo octopus (deep-sea octopus with ear-like fins)
May - Strange Animals Finale (Part 3)

e Saola (rare ‘Asian unicorn’ antelope)

e Pink fairy armadillo (tiny armoured mammal from Argentina)

June - Strange Animals Grand Finale

e Aye-aye (lemur with long tapping finger, Madagascar)

e Shoebill stork (enormous prehistoric-looking bird of Africa)






